CioHieNeNiOie, monoclinic, P12i/cl (no. 14), a = 8.332(2) Ä, b = 11.336(2) Ä, c = 11.087(2) Ä, β = 102.430(3)°, V = 1022.7 Ä 3 , Ζ = 2, R$(F) = 0.042,
Source of material 4-NitropyridineJV-oxide (0.0623 g, 0.445 mmol, in 15 ml CHCI3) was added to a 15 ml methanol solution containing Ni(NC>3)2 ' 6H2O (0.0754 g, 0.259 mmol) and the solution was stirred for a few minutes. Hie yellow single crystals were obtained after the solution was allowed to stand at room temperature for slow evaporation of the solvents about four weeks.
Discussion
Pyridine Af-oxide and its derivatives are a kind of useful ligands and several complexes have been synthesized with these compounds as bridging or terminal ligands [1, 2] , They are of interest for understanding the relationship between coordination modes and metallic ions. In the crystal structure of the title complex, the Ni° atom possesses a distorted NiOe octahedral environment, in which two 4-nitropyridine Af-oxide ligands are ira/u-coordinated at the Ni n atom via the terminal Ο atoms. The other four coordinating Ο atoms come from four water molecules. The Ni n atom is located on an inversion center. The coordination fashion of this complex is identical with that of the Co" complex [Co(C5H4N203)(H20)4](N03)2 [3] . There exist hydrogen bonds between the coordinating water molecules and nitrate anions, and in addition, there are a very weak π-π stacking interactions between neighboring pyridine rings. The relevant distances are ^Cgl-Cgl') = 5.563 (2) 
